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“Once Upon A Story”

October 22nd, 2008 at 7:00 PM
“No two persons ever read the same book.”

-Edmund Wilson

…and boy, do we LOVE that!  Throughout our short time together this fall, we have been doing much more than learning notes and rhythms.  We have had the joy of listening to stories, interpreting poetry, discussing stories, acting out stories, illustrating stories and learning music that help bring these stories to life.  Our theme, “Once Upon A Story” has been a wild ride!  We have imagined “frabjous” places from Alice in Wonderland, read famous biblical stories such as Jonah and the Whale & The Battle of Jericho, and re-enacted the passage of Sir Charles Stuart from the island of Uist the island of Skye.  

Stories teach us important lessons, as we discovered in studying No Mirrors In My Nana’s House and Lady.  Wisdom from these songs include “sometimes it is enough for you to “be”’ and always look on the inside to see what is truly beautiful.
Our stories have taken us (virtually) to distant places…we visited the Metropolitan Opera to hear the gypsies sing The Anvil Chorus from “Il Trovatore” by Verdi (by far, one of the craziest opera stories ever!); and we traveled to Bali to learn about the power of the monkey chant in the “Abduction of Sita” – a story told like NONE OTHER by the A Cappella Choir.
We are thrilled to have the 6th grade choir join us on our story-telling adventure by singing The Battle of Jericho as a combined choir.

Please join us Wednesday, October 22 at 7:00 PM to learn about these great stories as told through music.
“Some day you will be old enough to start reading fairy tales again.”-C.S. Lewis, 1898-1963

UPCOMING EVENTS
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October 8 – Music Boosters, 7:00 pm (HS Band room)

October 9 – Parent Meeting and student instrument fitting for the Strings Program, 7:00 PM at WIS
October 17 – Final Home Game (Marching Band)
October 22 – HS Choir, 7:00 pm (HS Auditorium)
October 28 & 29 – MHS Term 1 Exams

November 12 – Music Boosters, 7:00 PM
November 13, 14 & 15 – OKLAHOMA!
November 18 – IMMS Choirs, 7:00 PM
November 25 – 7th Gr. Band – 7:00, 8th Gr. Band – 8:00
2008-09 Blue Notes
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Blue Notes will make their debut performance at the HS choir concert on October 22nd at 7:00 PM.  They will be singing “Birdland” as performed by the Manhattan Transfer and our signature song, “Blue Skies”. Blue Notes perform at all of the High School choir concerts, at the WSMA Solo/Ensemble Festival and by request throughout the community.
Soprano 1

Soprano 2
Alyssa Gray 12

Ally Schmaling 11
Logan Heuer 10 
Brittney Leemon 11
Shauna Lisse 12

Alyse Weber 10
Alto 


Tenor
Audra Cohen 12 
Michael Flaherty 12

Heather Traska 9 
Trevor Pike 11

Melanie Williams 12 
Ben Psyk 11
Baritone 

Bass
Beau Peregoy11

Ben DuCharme 12 
Sam Siegmann 11 
Kolin Walker 11 
Danny DeBoer 12
Brandon Zimmerman 11
Barry Bakunowicz 10
Maintaining Your “A” in Choir
“Congratulations!  Everybody has an ‘A’ in my class!  Now, how are you going to keep it?”
[image: image9.wmf]- Mrs. Nichols, first day of choir
Students need to know what is expected of them to maintain their A in choir.  In class, we’ve discussed the quarterly expectations and reviewed the grading format as outlined in each student’s choir journal.  This information empowers students to take control of their grade and holds them accountable for getting the work done.  Grades are based on participation, effort, journal work, lessons and tests, not talent.  To quote Martin Ritt, “I don’t have a lot of respect for talent.  Talent is genetic.  It’s what you do with it that counts.”  And the “do with it” part is where I place the most emphasis for grading.  If you have questions or concerns, ask your child to share with you their choir journal and the grading criteria.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions!

Mark Your Calendars!!

The Cat’s Pajamas

Friday, March 6th, 7:00 PM

MHS Auditorium

A Concert Benefitting the McFarland K-12 Music Program

The Cat's Pajamas are an explosive vocal band based out of Madison, WI. Singing everything from classic rock to doo wop, from barbershop to hits you hear on the radio today, The Cat's Pajamas repertoire transcends typical genre tastes. They are a group that truly anyone will enjoy! 

Since their inception in 2005, The Cat's Pajamas have participated in the TV show The Next Great American Band, where they advanced to the top 30 bands out of a field of 14,000. They also finished in the top 10 for the national Oreo Cookie Jingle Competition hosted by Randy Jackson, have been seen on the Oprah Winfrey Show, have two full length albums, and have toured internationally as guest entertainers on multiple cruise lines. 


EDLINE UPDATE
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Edline is a wonderful tool for parents to check in on their child’s performance in a class.  However, it can be misleading in regards to your child’s choir grade, especially at the mid-term, because of how the choir class is structured. Hopefully between talking with your child and reading the descriptions below, some of the confusion can be eliminated. 

· Rehearsal Grade – 80 points total with 40 possible at mid-term.  This reflects your daily participation, effort and attitude.

· Lessons – 20 points total with 10 required at mid-term.  Students are responsible for 2 lessons per term, one prior to mid-term and one after.  All lessons are held during the last 12 minutes of A and B lunch.  The lesson schedule is posted weekly on the board in the choir room.

· Music Theory – 3 points per assignment.  Journals are graded every Friday afternoon.  Theory quizzes range from 10 – 20 points each.
· Journal Assignments/Tests – “Open music” tests and/or written assignments are given as needed to enrich learning.  These usually amount to 10 - 20 points of the total grade. 

· Concert – 100 points.  This is considered to be a PERFORMANCE EXAM!  It is required and only cases of emergency or extreme illness will there be an exception.  The student CANNOT make up the entire 100 points, only 50 points is possible in a make-up situation, which usually involves a written paper. 

At mid-term there are not many points accumulated, so any loss of points due to missing a lesson or lack of participation can really lower your grade.  Often times you can improve your grade through additional lessons or extra credit.

PARENTS PLEASE NOTE: Edline is updated at the mid-term, after theory assignments are due, after a concert and at the end of term. 
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MCFARLAND DRAMA BOOSTERS Parents We Need Your Help!

McFarland High School is in need of parent help for the upcoming production of “OKLAHOMA!”  The Drama Boosters meet only 3 or 4 times to help with various areas of the production.  NO SINGING OR DANCE EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!! (
How can you help?  IT’S SIMPLE!!  Come to the first meeting on October 20th and sign up to help with one or more of the following:

· TICKETS - Sell tickets before one of the shows or fill pre-show ticket orders

· COSTUMES - Help sew, organize, measure and/or iron costumes before each show

· POSTERS - Distribute posters throughout the McFarland area

· RECEPTION - Help organize the Senior Citizen Dinner or intermission treats

· SET - Help with set construction and/or painting

· FLOWERS - Sell flowers before and after one of the shows

· T-SHIRTS – Hand out t-shirts to cast and crew

OCTOBER 20th, 7:00 PM – Sign up to help, reception crew plans out the Senior Citizen dinner & intermission set-up/clean-up, plan Flower Sale.

OCTOBER 30th, 7:00 PM & NOVEMBER 1st, 9:00 AM – Set load-in and painting

NOVEMBER 3rd, 7:00 PM – Fill ticket orders from cast and crew, help Bernie Friedman with costumes, pick up posters to distribute 

NOVEMBER 10th, 7:00 PM – Hand out t-shirts to cast and crew, help with costumes, finalize any last minute reception duties

All meetings are in the HS Choir Room.  If interested, please contact Anne Nichols at 838-4516 or at anne_nichols@mcfarland.k12.wi.us. 
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Become a Drama Patron!

Your donation of $30.00 or more entitles you to 2 free tickets to the upcoming musical “OKLAHOMA!” and your name listed in the program as a Drama Patron.  All donations help to finance the cost of the production.

Please fill out the form below and return it with a check made out to McFarland High School.  In the memo section please indicate “Drama Patron”.  Upon receipt of your form and check we will send you a thank you letter that will serve as your voucher for 2 free tickets.  Any questions, please call Anne Nichols at 838-4516.  

Thank you for supporting the drama program at MHS!

Please return by November 3rd, 2008
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OKLAHOMA!
November 13th, 14th, & 15th, 2008 at 7:00 PM

Name: (as you would like it to appear in the program) ___________________________________________
Address to send voucher: ___________________________________________

Donation amount: ____________ ($30.00 or more entitles you to 2 free tickets)

Circle the show date you would like to attend:  

Thurs. 11/13
       Fri. 11/14
             Sat. 11/15 

Please return this form with check by November 3rd to:

Anne Nichols

 McFarland High School

5101 Farwell Street, McFarland, WI  53558
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News from the

McFarland Music Boosters
Dear Music Student Parent,

McFarland Music Boosters is an organization open to all parents of McFarland music students.  Our mission is to promote music in the schools by providing volunteers and fund-raising support for scholarships and programs that enrich your student’s music experience. 

There are many opportunities for you to become involved with this dedicated group with varying time commitments to choose from.  Music Boosters meets the second Wednesday of the month and you are invited to join us any time. Also, please check the activities that interest you and return this form to Ms. Nichols. If you have questions, call Sheri Gehrke at 838-6030.

Name______________________________________ 

e-mail______________________________________

___Attend meetings & participate in overall planning             phone__________________

___Serve as a Music Boosters officer or project chairperson

___Make phone calls

___Receptions (Set-up, serve refreshments, clean up)

___Help with band uniforms

      ___Fitting during registration

      ___Before/after football games and parades

      ___Sewing alterations to uniforms

___Assist with music filing, copying (1-2 hours per month)

___Fruit/Kringle Sale pick-up

___Sell tickets at Pep Band Concert or other special events

___Music Recognition Night planning

___Fundraiser Sales/ Pick up (Culver’s Cards, Entertainment, McF Music merchandise)

___Blues In the Night jazz dinner dance

       ___Planning team

       ___Set-up or clean-up

       ___Event volunteer

       ___Call me in regard to a Silent Auction item I wish to donate

___I’m not sure what I’ll be available to do, so please call me when you have a need.

Music Boosters Fundraiser
 


    Back by popular demand, Culver's Cards!  Buy one cheeseburger basket, and get a free cheeseburger.  Buy one shake, and get a free shake.  Use the Culver's Card as many times as you like.  The card is good for one year, and at a great value of $10. 
    Call Mary Psyk at 838-0572 to get your Culver's Cards.
    Thank you for supporting the Music Boosters.


   CAN-DO!

The Can Drive Continues

The McFarland Music Boosters send a huge thank you to the community for continuing to save your aluminum cans for recycling!  The money earned benefits the band, choir and music programs K-12.  All pick-ups are in the MHS lot. These are the upcoming dates for this school year:  
Friday, Nov. 14 - Sunday Nov. 16 ("Oklahoma"! Weekend)
Friday, Jan. 9 - Sunday, Jan. 12 

Friday, Mar. 6 - Sunday, March 8 (Cat’s Pajamas on 3/6)
Friday, April 17 - Apr. 19

Friday, May 22 (Pep Band Concert) - Monday, Memorial Day

Friday, June 26 - Sunday, June 28

2009 Entertainment Books 
Now Available!


Plan to have fun and save money in 2009!  McFarland music students at IMMS and MHS are currently selling Entertainment Books.  Funds raised support music scholarships, guest musicians, trips to professional musical performances, purchasing musical instruments and many other music activities that benefit all the students in McFarland.  Each book is $25.00 and offers hundreds of discounts on fine-dining, casual restaurants, fast-food, golf, entertainment, hotels, shopping, services and more!

The sale ends Friday, October 17th, 2008.  For more information, contact Michelle Garvey at 838-3610 or 838-8980.  Thanks for your support of Music in McFarland!
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