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“Requiem”

By Gabriel Fauré

Monday, March 19th, 2007 at 7:30 PM

McFarland High School Auditorium

And

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 at 8:00 PM

Carnegie Hall, Isaac Stern Auditorium

The Concert Choir, Band/Choir and A Cappella Choir will combine to perform Fauré’s “Requiem” on Monday, March 19th at 7:30 PM in the High School Auditorium.  57 students will perform the major work in New York City’s Carnegie Hall with 200 other high school voices selected from throughout the United States, featuring 2 professional soloists from New York and accompanied by the New England Symphonic Ensemble.  

Gabriel Fauré began work on his beautiful Requiem in 1887.  He completed the first version in 1888 which consisted of five movements.  We will perform the later version, which included two additional movements and an expanded orchestra.  The movements, performed in Latin, are as follows:  Introit and Kyrie, Offertory, Sanctus, Pie Jesu, Agnus Dei, Libera Me, and In Paradisum.

This work is one of Fauré’s most popular works.  In true Romatic Era style, this Requiem mass has broad dynamic contrasts, hauntingly beautiful melodies and thick lush harmonies.  It is a very peaceful and calming work, not what one might consider when listening to a mass for the dead.  Fauré wanted the work to convey his personal feelings and attitudes about death.  He said in 1902, “That [the Requiem] is how I see death; as a joyful deliverance, an aspiration towards a happiness beyond the grave, rather than a painful experience.”  We look forward to sharing this exceptional music with you.

If you, your friends or relatives would like to purchase a discounted concert ticket for the April 24th performance in New York City, please contact Anne Nichols at anne_nichols@mcfarland.k12.wi.us.  Tickets are discounted through MidAmerica Productions at $71.00 each, normally $94.00 each.

Note: There will be a mandatory dress rehearsal with the string ensemble on Sunday, March 18 from 3-4 p.m. in the High School Auditorium.
2006-2007 Term 3 & 4
HS Music Events 

February 26 – 7-12 Jazz Concert

March 8 – Youth Art Month Celebration at McFarland Public Library 5:30 – 7:30 (optional)

March 10 – Solo/Ensemble (@ Stoughton)

March 18 – Mandatory Dress Rehearsal with orchestra, 3 – 4 PM
March 19 – MHS Choir Concert, 7:30 PM
March 27 – MHS Band Concert

March 22 & 23 – exams/end of term

April 2 – 9 – Spring Break
April 21 – 25 – MHS Choirs Carnegie Hall Performance (Concert on April 24, 2007)
April 28 – State Solo/Ensemble, all day (UW-Whitewater)

April 30 – 7-12 Jazz Ensembles, 7:30 pm (HS Auditorium)

May 10 – HS Band, 7:30 pm (HS Auditorium)

May 19 – MHS Cabaret Rehearsal, 9 – 1 PM

May 19 – MHS Cabaret Concert, 7:00 pm (HS Auditorium)

May 25 – HS Pep Band Concert, time TBA (HS Gymnasium) (Includes Blue Notes Vocal Jazz)

May 28 – Memorial Day Parade, 12:00 pm 

June 8 – Last day of school

June 10 – Graduation, 1 PM

We ask that all students stay for the entire concert to support their peers.  We extend this invitation to all of our audience members as well.  Thank you for your support of the McFarland High School Choir program!
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ONLY 2 MONTHS AWAY!
· ALL STUDENTS MUST HAVE PASSING GRADES FOR TERM 3 & 4!  As we have stressed from the onset of this trip, your academic grades must maintain a priority throughout the school year.  If you are in jeopardy of failing a class, you will receive a letter by March 1 indicating which class(es) and which teacher(s).  Trip money will NOT be refunded if a student cannot attend the trip due to poor grades.  
· BLACK CONCERT ATTIRE REQUIRED! 


All men must have black long sleeve shirts, black dress pants, black ties, black socks and dress shoes.  See Dodi Kuehl if you need a tie.  Kohl’s has dress shirts and pants on sale.  Women will have the opportunity to order a skirt ($29.00) and blouse ($41.00) or long black dress ($55.00).  Samples will be available March 1st through March 6th.  Orders will be placed on March 9th.
· TURN IN YOUR HEALTH FORMS – due March 30!
· FINAL MEETING WED. APRIL 11th at 7 PM!  THIS IS MANDATORY FOR ALL PARENTS, STUDENTS & ADULTS PER THE ADMINISTRATION.  We will cover important contact information, emergency information, final flight information, travel safety, and our finalize trip itinerary.
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Welcome

Mr. Luedcke!

My name is Ben Luedcke and I am a new student teacher at the high school this quarter.  I am finishing up my final year at UW Madison, and will graduate this spring after teaching fourth quarter at Waubesa with Ms. Larson.  I was never in high school choir, so it has been a real treat to see the students have this great experience.  From singing “Valentones” at lunch to after school vocal jazz rehearsals, it is a neat experience for me to watch them form these memories that may later in retrospect become some of the most vivid and fun moments of their lives.  

This has been a great quarter to work with Mrs. Nichols as many exciting things are going on.  I have learned how much I really love one on one interaction with students in individual lessons in preparation for Solo/Ensemble.  Seeing their enthusiasm first hand, hearing the direct results of their hard work, and having such personal interactions are what keeps teachers teaching.  Additionally, I am getting a lot of academic experience team teaching the music theory course this semester.  It has been great to work with this motivated group, as not only is it also a small, personal group, but it has been interesting for me to teach such an in depth subject just having learned to read music myself four years ago.


Lastly, this quarter has been very exciting being able to be a part of the production of Fauré’s Requiem.  The journey involved in putting together such a beautiful large work has been quite an exciting one, with an equally stunning final product I am sure.  I hope you all get to hear the fruits of the students’ hard work in concert on March 19th.  See you then!
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Solo/Ensemble Festival 
Saturday, March 10th, 2007

Stoughton HS 


 All students are welcome to participate in a solo, duet, trio or other ensemble provided that they are dedicated to practicing on a regular basis outside of class.  Solo/Ensemble is not a requirement of choir, but it is a wonderful opportunity to work on your individual skills and performance abilities as a vocalist.  All events are performed in front of a judge who then critiques you on your technique, interpretation, tone, rhythmic and note accuracy and style.  


As part of the preparation process, students were given the opportunity to have sound files of their parts, the accompaniment, and the pronunciation of foreign language emailed to them so they could download them onto their iPod or burn a practice CD.  In addition, students are expected to practice with a teacher once a week during lunch and choir class.


As we near the festival date, it is important to have the following details completed so you may have the best performance possible:

Responsibilities with Accompanist:

· Set up 2 or 3 rehearsal times with your accompanist
· Notify accompanist of your performance time (available the week prior to festival)
Responsibilities with MUSIC:

· Memorize your solo (highly recommended)
· Obtain judges copy (NO PHOTOCOPIES ALLOWED!  You will be disqualified if you or your judge has a photocopy!)
· Measures are numbered 

· Introduction and interesting aspect completed

Other:

· Pay your accompanist fee(s) to your director(s).  Checks payable to McFarland Music Boosters

· Write a short thank you note to your accompanist
· Verify that the original judges copies are in the box Mrs. Nichols will take to solo/ensemble.

Performance Day Tips:

· Dress nicely – you want to make a good first impression! (Please no short skirts or low cut shirts ladies!  No jeans or t-shirts and wear or bring comfortable shoes.)

· Arrive early so you know where your events are, you have a chance to warm-up & are able to visit your performance site to listen to comments the judge has about other performances.

· Bring a bottle of water

· Eat a nutritious breakfast

· Get a good night sleep the night before

Remember:  This experience is about YOU becoming a better performer, not a rating, not a medal.   If you have gotten better at your craft, then you have succeeded.
March is “Music In Our Schools Month” –

Come Celebrate With Us!
The National Music Education Association recognizes March as the official “Music In Our Schools Month”.  The McFarland K-12 Music Staff is proud to provide a wonderful array of performance experiences for all ages throughout March.  Formal and informal performance opportunities are available at the schools, the Public Library & through Solo/Ensemble Festival at Stoughton High School.  

Please join us in celebrating

music with your child!
March 6 – Kindergarten, 5:30 pm & 7:00 pm (MPS)

March 8 – Youth Art Month Music Performances, 5:30 – 7 PM (Public Library)

March 10 – Solo/Ensemble, all day (Stoughton HS)

March 14 – Music Boosters, 7:00 pm (HS Band room)

March 15 – 7th and 8th Grade Choirs, 7:30 pm (IMMS Cafetorium)

March 19 – HS Choir, 7:30 pm (HS Auditorium)

March 20 – Grade 5 - Art 6:30 pm, Music 7:15 pm (WIS) 

March 23 – End of 3rd Quarter

March 26 – Grade 3 - Art 5:45, Music 7:15, Grade 4 - Art 7:00 pm, Music 7:30 pm (WIS)
March 27 – HS Band, 7:30 pm (HS Auditorium)

March 29 – 7th Grade Band - 7:00 pm, 8th Grade Band - 8:00 pm (IMMS Cafetorium)
Final Notice!
This will be the last mailing of the “In Choirer” – but never fear!  You can still receive your quarterly updates on EdLine.  If you are not signed up for EdLine and/or would still like to receive this newsletter via U.S. Mail, please contact Anne Nichols at 838-4516 or anne_nichols@mcfarland.k12.wi.us
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